
SEER: 10-Year Relative Survival Rates for Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma subtypes 
 

“Relative survival was developed to provide an objective measure of survival probability (not prediction) from cancer controlling for differences in mortality for 

causes other than cancer.  … The concept of relative survival was developed by comparing the observed survival probability of a group of cancer patients with the 

survival of a “similar” cancer-free group. Relative survival is defined as the ratio of the observed survival (all cause survival) of a cohort of cancer patients to the 

expected survival of a comparable set of cancer free individuals. Since a cohort of cancer-free individuals is difficult to obtain, expected life tables representing 

survival of the general population are used instead.” 

Relative survival is defined as the ratio of the observed survival rate in a group of patients, during a specified interval (follow-up period), to the expected survival 

rate in a population (Ederer, et al. 1961).    http://surveillance.cancer.gov/reports/tech2011.01.pdf  

A simplistic example:   in a group of 100 people in the general population who are 65 years of age, 90 may be expected to be alive in 5 years.  For a group of 100 people with 

lymphoma who are 65 years at diagnosis about 60 were alive after 5 years in the collected data.   The relative survival in this made up example is 60/90 or 66% at 5 years.   

Table 28.4: Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma: Number and Distribution of Cases and 1-, 2-, 3-, 5-, 8-, &  

10-Year Relative Survival Rates (%) by Histologic Subtype, Ages 20+, 12 SEER Areas, 1988-2001   

http://seer.cancer.gov/publications/survival/surv_nonhodgkin.pdf  

Patients with No Evidence of HIV/AIDS: 61,214 Cases 
 
Histology  

 
Relative Survival Rate (%) 

 
 Cases          Percent 1-Year  2-Year  3-Year  5-Year  8-Year  10-Year  

                                                 Total 61,214 100.0 77.5 69.9 65.8 60.0 53.5 50.8 
Small B Lymphocytic  4,586 7.5 87.8 82.1 77.2 67.9 55.4 49.5 
Lymphoplasmacytic  802 1.3 86.0 80.5 74.9 64.6 50.6 45.5 
Mantle cell  1,558 2.5 83.9 72.6 65.2 51.1 37.4 34.3 
Mixed small/large diffuse  2,219 3.6 77.5 68.1 62.4 55.5 49.4 47.7 
Large B-cell diffuse, NOS*  22,390 36.6 67.0 57.1 53.8 50.4 47.3 45.9 
Burkitts  508 0.8 53.5 47.8 47.4 45.4 45.1 45.1 
Follicular grade 2  3,701 6.0 94.6 88.5 83.2 75.7 67.1 61.6 
Follicular grade 1  4,649 7.6 95.9 92.2 88.1 79.8 68.4 63.8 
Follicular grade 3  2,170 3.5 88.5 81.5 76.2 69.2 61.9 60.8 
All follicular combined  11,784 19.3 93.6 88.2 83.6 75.8 66.3 61.6 
Marginal zone (9689,9699) 2,646 4.3 93.8 91.6 88.7 83.7 80.6 64.2 
         
Mycosis fungoides, Sezary  1,815 3.0 97.1 95.1 92.4 88.4 84.5 82.6 
Mature T-cell, NOS* or other  725 1.2 61.9 48.8 43.6 38.1 34.3 32.5 
Angioblastic T  144 0.2 61.1 55.4 49.0 38.3 28.4 28.4 
Cutaneous T  738 1.2 92.7 88.8 86.6 84.4 79.8 77.8 
Anaplastic T  605 1.0 69.0 59.8 56.6 53.9 52.7 43.9 
Other specified T  66 0.1 67.7 64.2 56.1 42.5 33.4 0.0 
NK/null T  75 0.1 53.1 48.1 47.3 40.6 32.2 32.2 
         
Precursor cells  394 0.6 66.8 49.6 45.6 40.3 38.5 38.0 
Lymphoma, NOS*  10,159 16.6 70.6 62.9 58.3 51.6 44.7 42.5 

* NOS: Not Otherwise Specified  

~ Statistic not displayed due to less than 25  
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SEER: Lymphoma incidence and Annual Percentage Change (APC) by subtype  
http://seer.cancer.gov/csr/1975_2010/results_merged/sect_19_nhl.pdf  
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