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CMS*Ignores recommendations of experts, associations, patients.   
Ruling will deny or limit access to invaluable cancer therapy 

 

EXPERTS and PROFESSIONAL HEMATOLGY SOCIETIES DESCRIBE FLAWS AND CONSEQUENCES: 
 

o “I fe ar th at th e s e  products  w ill s im ply not be  available  for tre atm e nt of non-H odgk in lym ph om a afte r 
th e  ne w  ye ar s ince  th e  provide rs  w ill los e  m one y w ith  e ve ry adm inis tration of th e  drugs  and 
com panie s  m ak ing th e m  w ill ce as e  production.” ~   Olive r W . Pre s s , MD, Ph D  (le tte r to Se nator) 

o Re s pons e  rate s  of up to 9 5%  h ave  be e n re porte d and e xciting ne w  data are  e m e rging …  s h ow ing 
th e s e  drugs  to be  th e  m os t active  s ingle  age nts  in lym ph om a, w ork ing e ve n w h e n ch e m oth e rapy 
doe s  not. Patie nts  m ay actually be  cure d w ith  th e s e  age nts . ... CMS proce s s e s  are  cle arly flaw e d in 
th is  ins tance . Th us , I im plore  you to re s tore  re im burs e m e nt for th e s e  tw o cance r th e rapie s  to 2007 
rate s  …  ~  Dr. Rich ard W ah l, M.D. FACR (le tte r to Se nator) 

o “It is  cle ar th at th e  CMS’ e s tim ate  of cos ts  gros s ly unde rvalue s  actual cos ts  of [Be xxar] ...  unle s s  
corre cte d, th is  could prove  de vas tating to th is  im portant th e rapy.  – Am e rican Socie ty of 
H e m atology   (Public dom ain: CMS trans cript – ASCO m ade  s im ilar re m ark s ) 

OTHER LYMPHOMA NON-PROFIT STATES OBJECTIONS: 

 
o “Th e  Le uk e m ia &  Lym ph om a Socie ty is  urging th e  U.S. De partm e nt of H e alth  and H um an 

Se rvice s  (H H S) to re ve rs e  de trim e ntal ch ange s  to re im burs e m e nt rate s  for tw o lym ph om a drugs . If 
th e  H H S doe s  not act, th e  ch ange s  w ould s e ve re ly lim it th e  availability of th e  tw o th e rapie s , w h ich  
for th ous ands  of non-H odgk in lym ph om a (NH L) patie nts  re pre s e nt th e ir be s t or only re s ort for 
e ffe ctive  tre atm e nt.”  (prnne w s .com ) 

PATIENTS FRIGHTENED AND ANGRY: 

o “W e  e ith e r do our part now  to oppos e  th is  ruling and ge t it re ve rs e d or w e  s uffe r th e  cons e q ue nce s  
w h ich  m e ans  th at m any of us  w ill die  be caus e  w e  cannot ge t Be xxar and Z e valin." ~  Be tty W alte rs  
(Lym ph om a s urvivor) 

o “If th e re 's  any jus tice , h e ads  w ill roll at th e  Ce nte rs  for Me dicare  and Me dicaid Se rvice s  (CMS) ove r 
it. At a m inim um , officials  th e re  s h ould be  facing s om e  h e llacious  congre s s ional h e arings  to force  
th e m  to re ve rs e  a Nov. 1 "final ruling" th at could doom  th is  life -s ave r. Te d Ke nne dy s h ould 
s ch e dule  h e arings  now .”  Jonath an Alte r, Ne w s w e e k  Journalis t, lym ph om a s urvivor 
(Ne w s w e e k  Nov 07) 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 

ACTION NEEDED: Please restore reimbursement rates for Bexxar and Zevalin to 2007 rates during 2008.   
This will allow CMS the time it needs to collect the necessary data to base reimbursement rates for 2009 on accurate data and 
appropriate classifications. We and the patients who need these drugs, now and in the future, urge you to act swiftly, before 
 this ruling takes effect on January 1, 2008.   
 

    Name: _______________________________________________________________________ (print & sign) 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print name, sign and address, then Fax or Mail to your Senators.   

*CMS: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid  Services 


