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The views expressed are the results of independent work and do not necessarily 
represent the views of  organizations to which the author is associated.
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*  “older adults with cancer are more likely to present with 
a preexisting chronic disease and increased functional 
impairment and disability, which can compound the 
stresses imposed by cancer” (Hewitt et al., 2003).
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Post-traumatic stress outcomes in non-Hodgkin's lymph oma survivors

(Smith SK, Zimmerman S, Williams CS) 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18281667



Patient’s Story: Lost in the Shuffle?

Patient and Family Reality
Slide courtesy of 
Creative HealthCare 
Management

Deb writes:

“I'm really 
concerned about 
important details 
being missed 
because you 
never speak to 
the same person 
twice and it 
seems really 
hard to get a 
straight answer 
when you 
ask a 
question.” 
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www.lymphomation.org/bringlist.pdf
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Participation is an very good way for health care providers 
to learn about and meet support needs.
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Sites/books may falsify risks of standard 
medicine, then promote “no-risk” 
Alternative therapies (diet, herbs, etc.) 

“OPTIONS: The 
Alternative Cancer 
Therapy Book”
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In a study design, a bias is defined as an error in the method of study
that leads to a deviation in the outcome away from the truth. 



20

"�����
��
�������
�$
���
�����
��
���

��&00��
�����
���!�
���/ ��:F�"���
�
�����>
���9���
������ "��������������
���	��-������
�����% ����

���!�
��������������
:��������%%��
��K
:�
����� ������"�������������������
����""��


:����%��������
��"�/�����������������
�����
“Good intentions may do as much harm as malevolence if they lack understanding.” ~ Camus



21

���
�����
��:
?���%���
���>

$��
�%��>����7�	�/���%�
�	���!�������>��
�����	��">��7�	�������%%��
�����
��>�

�����������
����>
������'���/��E���
��
�������
���
!��
�����������>�
:�
��������
�� ��%�
����������>

:�L0�6��������!���
���3��
���������4
7�	�!�� �������
�/���%�
�'�	�������!��>
���G
�"�����
�/���%�
�'����-�����
�����

See also www.lymphomation.org/Testimonials.pdf
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Detail: www.lymphomation.org/BigPharma.htm

:
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Journal of Clinical Oncology, Caring (Really) for P atients 
Who Use Alternative Therapies for Cancer 

http://jco.ascopubs.org/cgi/content/full/19/23/4346 :Signal? inadequacies of our health care system

The skeptic’s case: www.lymphomation.org/wwlife.htm
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Adapted from: Using the Internet for Reliable Health Information, 
March 17, 2009,  Amber J. Tresca, About.com
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Adapted from: www.cancerguide.org/pros_cons.html
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Seeking evidence-based 
information for decision making

Standards of care? 
Off-protocol?  
Investigational?
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Cure? | Watch & Wait? | Manage as chronic condition ? 
Improve Quality of Life?
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The Median isn’t the Message, by Jay Goulde

http://cancerguide.org/median_not_msg.html
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Preclinical

Take home point: look for hope in 
clinical-phase studies

����

* Product Pipeline and Clinical Trials: Bringing a Drug to Market 
http://www.biology.iupui.edu/biocourses/Biol540/4pipeline2k5.htm
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Published results ONLY  
- not commercial sites, press releases, junk science
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